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www. agriculture ks.gov Department of Agriculture 785-296-3556

Mike Beam, Secretary Laura Kelly, Governor

September 15, 2025

Adam Proffitt, Secretary

Kansas Department of Administration
Landon State Office Building
Topeka, KS 66612

Dear Secretary Proffitt,

Please find enclosed the adjusted budget request for the Kansas Department of Agriculture
(KDA) for FY 2027. To prepare this budget submission, a thoughtful review of all agency
programs and priorities was undertaken, especially considering the reductions to our budget
passed by the 2025 Legislature. While the agency continues to exercise restraint to ensure that
state funds are utilized in an efficient and practical manner, additional funding is necessary to
carry out the mission of the agency to serve farmers, ranchers, and agribusinesses to the best of
our ability.

Our primary goal with this year’s funding request is to ensure that our smallest division, the
Division of Conservation, has adequate staff to deploy project funding for farmers and ranchers
and support the state’s 15 million plus acres of grasslands. We have also requested funding for
the Food Safety and Lodging Program, which has seen significant cost increases in the past eight
years without any corresponding increase in funding.

For State Water Plan Funds, the agency submits the same proposals as recommended by the
Kansas Water Authority. These requests were also recommended by the 2024 Strategic
Implementation Planning process.

In deference to the many competing demands of serving the people of the state of Kansas, we
politely request consideration of the following enhancements.

State General Fund (SGF) Enhancement Requests for FY 2027:
$349,615 SGF for the Division of Conservation: This funding would be used to ensure that

Division of Conservation funding is used for State Water Plan Fund projects rather than using
funding through the State Water Plan Fund for salaries and wages. Of the total amount, $251,953



is the total amount that is necessary to fund the salaries and fringe benefits for the Division
Director and the Assistant Division Director. Moving their salaries from SWPF to State General
Funds would allow the funds used for their salaries to be used for State Water Plan Fund
projects. The remaining $97,662 would be used to fund one FTE that would provide critical state
leadership on maintaining and promoting the state’s world class grasslands. Our native
grasslands, when properly conserved and stewarded, support water quality and quantity, lessen
wildfire severity threats, and enhance critical habitat for plant and wildlife species that are
destined for federal endangered species designation without proper management and support our
largest ag sector... the beef industry. Kansas grasslands are one of the primary reasons why we
have one of the strongest beef industries in the nation, but currently there is not a single point
person to coordinate efforts to preserve and protect this commodity. The individual hired for this
role would be tasked with working with public and private partners to promote grassland health,
combat woody encroachment, and identify and apply for private and federal grassland
conservation funding opportunities.

$150,000 SGF for the Food Safety and Lodging Program: Since this program was moved to
the Kansas Department of Agriculture from the Kansas Department of Health and Environment
many years ago, it has relied solely on fee funds. As a result of increased costs for the program,
which mostly consists of salaries and wages, the state will need to consider raising fees in the
near future to continue to cover the costs of the program if this funding is not approved. If
additional funding is not made available, the program will have to make hard decisions about
delaying or reducing food and lodging inspections, which could lead to fewer health and safety
risks being discovered in a timely manner. Given the value that this program provides to all
Kansans by reducing the incidence of disease and preventing lodging establishments from
becoming slum housing, we believe that this funding would not only postpone fee increases in
the near term, but it would recognize the importance of food safety and lodging in the state.

State Water Plan Fund (SWPF) Enhancement Requests for FY 2027:

$1,747,294 SWPF for Aid to Conservation Districts: The 2025 Legislature passed, and the
Governor signed SB 36, which provides for a 2:1 state match for county conservation districts up
to $50,000 ($50,000 state / $25,000 county). Any funding that is not matched is returned to the
state. This funding represents the difference between FY 2025 funding and the funding required
for the state to meet the full 2:1 match. Funding for this purpose was secured during the 2025
legislative session by using savings from the $52.0 million allocated to the State Treasurer’s
Office in 2023 to pay off water contract storage on Milford and Perry. The Kansas Water Office
has indicated that with a change in the interest calculation adopted in the 2024 Water Resources
Development Act, they will likely need much less than $52.0 million to pay off the remaining
contract storage costs. Ultimately, this funding needs to find a long-term funding source but it
appears that the Milford and Perry funding could sustain this funding for at least one more year.



Because the Aid to Conservation Districts line item is primarily operational in nature, if it is a
goal of the administration and the legislature to reserve State Water Plan Funds for project-based
investments, it would be appropriate to consider moving the full $5.25 million appropriated for
Aid to Conservation Districts to another source of funding outside of the State Water Plan Fund.

$2,650,000 SWPF for Dam Rehabilitation, Inspection, and Technical Assistance: This
funding was recommended by the Strategic Implementation Planning process as it would (along
with existing funding) allow the state to help with the rehabilitation of 20 high hazard and
significant hazard dams every two years. This funding would also assist with inspections, which
would help the state and dam owners identify dams at risk of causing harm to downstream life
and property. Given that the state of Kansas has the second most dams of any state in the
country, this program remains a critical component of protecting the public safety of Kansans
and their property in the event of a dam failure during a serious flooding event.

$500,000 SWPF for Livestock Water Reuse: This funding was recommended by the Strategic
Implementation Planning process in 2024 under the Water Resources Cost Share funding line.
$500,000 from Water Resources Cost Share funds have been dedicated to this purpose in FY
2025 and FY 2026, however, the agency would strongly recommend increasing total funding for
this purpose to $1 million through an additional $500,000 enhancement. The funds that are
allocated for this purpose could assist in the upgrade of 10-20 stockwater systems each year. If
funded for 10 years, the state would be able to partner with the majority of feedlots and dairies in
Western Kansas to upgrade their stockwater systems. Not only does this save water at the feedlot
or dairy, many of the owners of these operations are leaders and buyers in their community,
driving support for improving irrigation technology and other efforts to reduce water use
throughout the region.

$950,000 SWPF for Irrigation Technology to fully Implement the High Plains Aquifer
Regional Conservation Partnership Program: If the agency receives final confirmation that
the High Plains Aquifer Regional Conservation Partnership Program is approved by the NRCS,
this funding (along with existing Irrigation Technology funding and funding from the Kansas
Water Office) would meet the state’s match requirement over five years. Overall, the HPA-
RCPP would draw down $25 million in Federal partnership funds, which we estimate could
assist in the upgrade of close to 400 irrigation systems every two years. If the NRCS ultimately
withdraws their approval of this RCPP, the agency will let the administration know immediately
and we would withdraw this request for additional irrigation technology funding.

Sincerely,

DI o, (amsrs

Michael M. Beam, Secretary of Agriculture
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From Fund
2004-0700
2006-0900
2011-2030
2037-1075
2043-1080
2105-1015
2117-1100
2118-1200
2165-1500
2168-1600
2187-2720
2194-1800
2202-2500
2207-2050
2210-1805
2322-2000
2343-2343
2456-2400
2542-2090
2550-2550
2800-2900
2801-4000
2802-4100
2804-4300
2808-4600
2809-4700
2813-4805
3013-3106
3104-3315
3203-3213
3228-3220
3295-3290
3360-3529
3360-3538
3360-3539
3362-3353
3445-3330
3462-3363
3462-3371
3462-3376
3462-3377
3463-3300
3954-3905
3917-3825
3952-3901
3953-3902
3955-3904
3662-3662
2105-1015
2550-2550
2801-4000
2804-4300
2105-1015
2343-2343
2550-2550
2800-2900
2801-4000
2802-4100
2804-4300
2813-4805

Fund Description
Meat & Poultry Fee Fund
Entomology Fee Fund
Livestock Brand Fee Fund
Water Structures Fee Fund
Water Structures - Statewide Highway
Dairy Fee Fund
Soil Amendment Fee Fund
Agricultural Liming Materials Fee Fund
Weights & Measures Fee Fund
Water Appropriations Cert. Fee Fund
Agricultural Seed Fee Fund
Chemigation Fee Fund
Animal Disease Control Fee Fund
Animal Dealers Fee Fund
Plant Pest Emergency Response Fee Fund
Publications Fee Fund
Alternative Crop Research Act Licensing Fee Fund
Lodging Fee Fund
Land Reclamation Fee Fund
Petroleum Inspection Fee Fund
Agricultural Chemical Fee Fund
Feeding Stuffs Fee Fund
Fertilizer Fee Fund
Pesticide Use Fee Fund
Egg Fee Fund
Warehouse Fee Fund
Food Safety Fee Fund
USDA Meat & Poultry Grant
Organic Cost Share Grant
FEMA CTP Grant
Agricultural Conservation Easement Program (EASE)
EPA PPG Grant
USDA Pest Detection & Survey Grant
FARM BILL - NADPRP
Compost
FEMA Dam Safety Grant (FDS)
FEMA Floodplain
FDA Enhanced Produce Safety
Lab Flexible Funding Model
AFRPS Lab Grant
AFRPS Dairy Grant
Specialty Crop Block Grant
Flexible Funding Model
Soil and Water Conservation (EASE & SOIL)
Conservation Reserve Program (EASE)
Conservation Stewardship Program (SOIL)
Enviromental Quality Incentives Program (SOIL)
Local Food Purchase Assistance
Dairy Fee Fund
Petroleum Inspection Fee Fund
Feeding Stuffs Fee Fund
Pesticide Use Fee Fund
Dairy Fee Fund
Alternative Crop Research Act Licensing Fee Fund
Petroleum Inspection Fee Fund
Agricultural Chemical Fee Fund
Feeding Stuffs Fee Fund
Fertilizer Fee Fund
Pesticide Use Fee Fund
Food Safety Fee Fund

Program
60110
63100
64010
61130
61130
60160
63120
65010
60690
61110
63100
63120
64010
64010
63100
01031
63100
60140
65010
60690
63120
60160
63120
63120
60140
60730
60140
60110
81039
61130
65010
63120
63100
64010
64010
61130
61130
60140
62510
62510
60160
81039
60140
65010
65010
65010
65010
01031
60160
60690
60160
63120
60160
63100
60690
63120
60160
63120
63120
60140

Internal:
Internal:
Internal:
Internal:
Internal:
Internal:
Internal:
Internal:
Internal:
Internal:
Internal:
Internal:
Internal:
Internal:
Internal:
Internal:
Internal:
Internal:
Internal:
Internal:
Internal:
Internal:
Internal:
Internal:
Internal:
Internal:
Internal:
Internal:
Internal:
Internal:
Internal:
Internal:
Internal:
Internal:
Internal:
Internal:
Internal:
Internal:
Internal:
Internal:
Internal:
Internal:
Internal:
Internal:
Internal:
Internal:
Internal:
Internal:

Internal:
Internal:
Internal:
Internal:
Internal:
Internal:
Internal:
Internal:
Internal:
Internal:
Internal:
Internal:

Purpose
Admin Overhead Pull
Admin Overhead Pull
Admin Overhead Pull
Admin Overhead Pull
Admin Overhead Pull
Admin Overhead Pull
Admin Overhead Pull
Admin Overhead Pull
Admin Overhead Pull
Admin Overhead Pull
Admin Overhead Pull
Admin Overhead Pull
Admin Overhead Pull
Admin Overhead Pull
Admin Overhead Pull
Admin Overhead Pull
Admin Overhead Pull
Admin Overhead Pull
Admin Overhead Pull
Admin Overhead Pull
Admin Overhead Pull
Admin Overhead Pull
Admin Overhead Pull
Admin Overhead Pull
Admin Overhead Pull
Admin Overhead Pull
Admin Overhead Pull
Admin Overhead Pull
Admin Overhead Pull
Admin Overhead Pull
Admin Overhead Pull
Admin Overhead Pull
Admin Overhead Pull
Admin Overhead Pull
Admin Overhead Pull
Admin Overhead Pull
Admin Overhead Pull
Admin Overhead Pull
Admin Overhead Pull
Admin Overhead Pull
Admin Overhead Pull
Admin Overhead Pull
Admin Overhead Pull
Admin Overhead Pull
Admin Overhead Pull
Admin Overhead Pull
Admin Overhead Pull
Admin Overhead Pull
Lab Equipment Fee Pull
Lab Equipment Fee Pull
Lab Equipment Fee Pull
Lab Equipment Fee Pull
Lab Testing Services Pull
Lab Testing Services Pull
Lab Testing Services Pull
Lab Testing Services Pull
Lab Testing Services Pull
Lab Testing Services Pull
Lab Testing Services Pull
Lab Testing Services Pull

To Fund
2346-2105
2346-2105
2346-2105
2346-2105
2346-2105
2346-2105
2346-2105
2346-2105
2346-2105
2346-2105
2346-2105
2346-2105
2346-2105
2346-2105
2346-2105
2346-2105
2346-2105
2346-2105
2346-2105
2346-2105
2346-2105
2346-2105
2346-2105
2346-2105
2346-2105
2346-2105
2346-2105
2346-2105
2346-2105
2346-2105
2346-2105
2346-2105
2346-2105
2346-2105
2346-2105
2346-2105
2346-2105
2346-2105
2346-2105
2346-2105
2346-2105
2346-2105
2346-2105
2346-2105
2346-2105
2346-2105
2346-2105
2346-2105
2710-2700
2710-2700
2710-2700
2710-2700
2752-2752
2752-2752
2752-2752
2752-2752
2752-2752
2752-2752
2752-2752
2752-2752

FY 25 Adj Budget
15,329
126,689
35,466
11,732
15,405
371,813
11,671
6,659
14,058
180,221
24,756
25,233
173,626
36,925
1,301
1,875
32,645
16,173
26,716
326,698
379,497
479,692
238,058
535,505
26,136
48,678
1,153,334
259,947
721
38,574
3,490
119,246
16,012
19,426
4,107
17,741
22,927
36,951
24,049
2,652
47,355
2,930
68,885
21,685
21,150
16,412
8,095
10,767
28,800
55,550
24,700
33,200
126,760
19,125
104,000
254,944
262,000
126,744
382,412
50,000
6,547,248



